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development and irrigation farming in the South Central Division of
the Bombay Presidency and farm management in the Madras
Presidency.

Imperial            The Imperial Council of Agricultural Research, the constitution

A^ricultuLl an(* functioiLS of which have been explained in previous reports,

Research.     again did a very useful year's work.    The grants for agricultural

research made  to  it  by the  Government  of India  amounted  to

Rs. 8,16,000 and a further sum of Rs. 4,16,000 was allotted for the

establishment of a Central Dairy Institute.   In addition to financing

many schemes of research in the provinces and States, the Council

continued to provide for research, under its direct control, on sugar

technology and the biology of the desert locust.   It also maintained a

statistical, or to be more precise, a biometrical, section which has been

of great assistance in the designing of agricultural experiments all over

India.   The Council renewed its grants to the Karnal Botanical and

Sugarcane stations of the Imperial Department of Agriculture and

to the agricultural meteorology branch of the Indian Meteorological

Department.   During the year under review, a scheme for potato

research in northern India was started and co-operative experiments

at stations in the hills were carried out with the object of determin-

ing the  best location for a potato-breeding station.   The  results

indicate  that  Chaubattia and Simla offer the most desirable sites.

A start in the study of potato-breeding was made in Simla.   Consi-

derable progress took place in the dry-farming schemes of investiga-

tion financed by the Council in Madras, Bombay and Hyderabad.

The object of this group of investigations is to devise improved

methods of soil management and to breed and introduce drought-

resistant strains of important crops in order that crop production

in regions of scanty and precarious rainfall may be less of a gamble

than at present.   The value of these experiments to a country which

contains large tracts of dry and ill-watered land is self-evident.

The second year of the enquiry into the cost of production of crops

in the principal sugarcane and cotton-growing areas financed jointly

by the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research and the Indian

Central Cotton Committee was completed.   The corrected data for

tie first year are now being received and compiled and these, together

with the result of the second year's working, will be put before the

next meeting of the Joint Committee.   The schemes of research on

tobacco and sugarcane financed by the Imperial Council of Agri-